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1. Invitation

You are being invited to take part in a research study. Before you decide to participate it is important you understand why the research is being done and what it will involve. Please take time to read the following information sheet carefully and discuss it with the researcher or others if you wish. 

2. What is the purpose of the study?

The thoracic spine is the most commonly manipulated region of the spine within UK manual therapists. Current literature raises concerns that clinicians may not adequately screen for contraindications and precautions prior to undertaking TJM of the thoracic spine, despite there being a higher incidence of unwanted, temporary side effects for patients receiving TJM in the thoracic spine compared to the cervical spine. The aim of this study is to investigate current practice of UK Physiotherapists in using TJM in the thoracic spine and their knowledge of potential side effects.

3. Why have I been chosen?

You have been chosen because we understand that you are a Physiotherapist from the UK who undertakes thoracic TJM as part of your practice.

4. Do I have to take part?

You are free to decide whether you participate or not. You have been given this information sheet regarding the study, and should you meet the inclusion criteria at that stage, you will be invited to consent to the survey before taking part. If you agree to take part you are free to withdraw at any time, without giving a reason, and should contact the main investigator by e-mail to inform them of your decision (Sally Davies: sed415@student.bham.ac.uk). If you withdraw from the study we will not use any of your data. 
In terms of utilising the data for analysis, this will be undertaken once the survey has closed to participants, with the aim for disseminating the findings in April 2017. After this juncture, the data will have been pooled and analysed, thus no withdrawal will be possible.
5. What do I have to do?

You will be asked to complete the survey online, which should take 10-15 minutes.
6. Will my taking part in this study be kept confidential?

All information collected on you will be kept strictly confidential. Personal information will be retained, but only available to the researcher using password protected files. All data for presentation will be anonymised and aggregated, so your identity will not be revealed in any way. Your computer IP address will be logged purely for the purpose of cross checking for survey duplications.
7. What will happen to the results of the research study?

The findings from this study will be presented and shared with other researchers in the form of presentations and scientific papers as appropriate. These will be used to help inform the understanding of thoracic TJM within UK Physiotherapists.
8. Who is organising and funding the research?

The study has been designed and organised by Sally Davies, and supported by research supervisor Nicola Heneghan (School of Sport, Exercise and Rehabilitation Sciences, Birmingham University) and contributor Emilio Puentedura (Associate Professor, Co-ordinator for the PhD in Interdisciplinary Sciences. Department of Physical Therapy, School of Allied Health Sciences, Las Vegas). No funding has been given towards this study.
10. Contact for further information
Investigators: 

Sally Davies, Investigator, sed415@student.bham.ac.uk

Dr Nicola Heneghan, Supervisor, n.heneghan@bham.ac.uk, 0121 415 8739

Thank you for taking time to read this and considering taking part in the study.

